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1 " I h lt ln ?f rnal *°. na J Preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 



SI This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims andybr drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report anctbr sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 5 sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(il) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
' EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/GB 03/D0 872 

I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 

Description, Pages 

1 -1 9, 21 -33 as originally filed 

20 filed with telefax on 28.06.2004 

Claims, Numbers 

1 -45 as originally filed 

46, 47 filed with telefax on 28.06.2004 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/3-3>3 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority 1 in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). ' 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Huie 55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to. this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. ^ 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. 




1. 



Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-47 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-47 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-47 



2. Citations and explanations 



see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : EP-A-1 093 097 (IBM) 18 April 2001 (2001-04-18) 

D2: US-A-5 953 700 (PROCHILO CARL ET AL) 14 September 1999 (1999-09-14) 

1 . The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter 
of claim 1 , and shows (the references in parentheses applying to this document) a 
method of using a telecommunications network (network: see paragraphs 39 and 
40) cashless transaction service (see e.g. paragraphs 33 and 71) comprising the 
steps of: 

a. a user accesses the service using a telecommunications network access 
instrument (communication device 102, laptop, PDA, pc, smartphone) which 
produces a signal (see paragraph 33); 

b. the access instrument signal is forwarded to an interface device of the 
telecommunications network (see column 9, lines 15 to 18; figure 2, step 
202); 

c. the interface device extracts service identity and user identity data from the 
access instrument signal (see column 13, lines 46 to 50); 

d. the interface device passes the data to a processing unit for the service of 
the telecommunications network; 

e. the service processing unit processes the data; 

f. the service processing unit instructs the interface device to forward the 
access instrumental signal to an input output device of the 
telecommunications network (see column 9, lines 48 to 58); 

g. the service processing unit instructs the input output device to request details 
of the cashless transaction from the user (see column 9, lines 18 to 22); 

h. the transaction details (transaction information) are sent to the input output 
device; 

i. the input output device passes the transaction details to the service 
processing unit; 

j. the service processing unit processes the details and decides whether or not 
the transaction can proceed (see column 14, lines 39 to 43; the decision is 
taken by confirming the transaction with the vendor's service provider/bank; 
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bear in mind that the consumer's service provider and the vendor's service 
provider can be the same entity, see column 9, lines 48 to 58); 
k. the service processing unit causes output of a signal (confirmation number) 
conveying acceptance or rejection of the transaction to the user (see column 
14, lines 39-47); 

I. if the transaction can proceed, the service processing unit arranges for the 
transaction to be carried out (see column 15, lines 4 and 5). 

2. Steps d), e), h) and i) are implicitly disclosed in D1 , since in D1 an interface 
device, a service processing unit and an input output unit are integrated in the 
central server of the service provider of the user [104], An interface device is the 
only possible way of connecting the communication link and the central server. A 
processing unit is an indispensable part of any server, and an input output unit is 
even referred to in D1 as an IVR module (see column 9, lines 48 to 58 and column 
10, lines 12 to 17). 

3. The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

4. Dependent claims 2-43 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer to, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and inventive step, see documents D1 and D2, in particular the 
corresponding passages cited in the search report. 

5. The same reasoning used for claim 1 also applies, mutatis mutandis, to the 
systems of the independent claims 44 and 45. Therefore those claims are also not 
new. 

6. As to claim 47, document D1 (see column 14, lines 6 to 10) refers explicitly to D2 
in that the audio coupler of D2 could be used to perform the transactions and is 
capable of authenticating a user and establishing a communication with a central 
server to perform a remote financial transaction. Document D2 discloses 
(references in parentheses applying to this document) an audio coupler 
comprising: 

a. an audio generator arranged to generate audio signals that incorporate 
transaction details (see column 4, lines 8 to 18); 

b. a receiver unit arranged to receive a telecommunications access instrument, 
the receiver also being arranged to input the transaction details into the 
access instrument (see column 2, line 36 to column 3, line 2); 
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c. a memory arranged to store at least some of the transaction details, and 
input means arranged to receive at least some of the transaction details into 
the audio coupler (see column 2, lines 52 to 55; column 3, lines 53 to 66; 
column 7, lines 20 to 47). 

7. Therefore D2 renders claim 47 not new (Article 33(2) PCT), see Guidelines C-IV 
7.1. 
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means for instructing an interface device of the telecommunications network to forward 
the access instrument signal to an input output device of the telecommunications 
network 

means for instructing the input output device to request details of the cashless 
5 transaction, 

means for processing the transaction details and deciding whether or not the transaction 
can proceed, 

means for causing output of a signal conveying acceptance or rejection of the 
transaction, and 

10 if the transaction can proceed, means for arranging for the transaction to be carried out 

The service may he provided as software which may be held on a service processing 
unit of the telecommunications network, such as an SCP. 

15 According to a fourth aspect of the present invention there is provided an audio coupler 
for use with any of the first three aspects of the invention, comprising: 
an audio generator fep -arranged to generative audio signal s that incorporaJfege 
transaction details, 

a receiver unit feg -arranged to Teceiviage a telecommunications access instrument fef 
20 i nputtin g -, the receiver unit also being arranged to input the transactions details into the 
access instrument, 

a memory for -arranged to s tor age at least some of the transaction details or some - of the 
transaction details t h eieiu , and 

\ 
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input means ^ CTterinparranged to receive a ^ least.Bomc of the transaction details 
sesaa-g&fec transaction dotoilfl i nto the audio coupler. 
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processing the data, means for instructing an interface device of the 
telecommunications network to forward the access instrument signal to an input 
output device of Hie telecommunications network, means for instructing the 
input output device to request details of the cashless transaction, means for 
processing the transaction details and deciding whether or not the transaction 
can proceed, means for causing output of a signal conveying acceptance or 
rejection of the transaction, and if the transaction can proceed, means for 
arranging for the transaction to be carried out 

46* A service according to claim 49-45 which is provided as software held on a 
service processing unit of the telecommunications network. 

47. An audio coupler comprising: an audio generator feg -arranged to -ge n er a tin g 
generate a udio signal s that incoiporatfege transaction details, a receiver unit fe? 
arranged to ■ coaoiving r eceive a telecommunications access instrument^ feg-the 
teegjyer i gnt also being arranged to inputting the transactions details into the 
access instrument, a memory feg -arranged to stormge at least some of the 
transaction details or some of the transaction dotaila t herein, and input means fta? 
tmtori np^Tranged to receive at least some of the transaction details orgomoof th e 
feaasa otioo details i nto the audio coupler. 
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